
 

 

 
September 29, 2025       Letter No. 241
                                                                                                            BY-CRE-03637  
 
Evelyn Pao, P.E., Project Director  
Washington State Department of Transportation 
18911 N Creek Pkwy S, Suite 150  
Bothell, WA 98011 
 
Reference: Contract No.: 9727 

I-405, Brickyard to SR 527 Improvement Project  
 
Subject: Juanita Creek Design Criteria 
Reference: Re: SL No. 9727-155 
 
Dear Ms. Pao: 
 
Skanska is in receipt of WSDOT letter SL No. 9727-155, dated September 12, 2025 in 
which WSDOT has determined “…the design approach for the Juanita Creek Stream 
does not align with the Contract and permitting requirements.”.  
 
As noted in AECOM’s letter, there are components of RFP Chapter 2, Technical 
Requirements, Section 2.30.5.2 that were not met by the WSDOT provided draft PHD 
and are not being met by the current FHD, so strict adherence to the directive provided 
in WSDOT letter SL No. 9727-155 is not feasible at this juncture. 
 
Skanska, AECOM and WSDOT met on Tuesday 9/23/25 to discuss the path forward for 
the Juanita Fish Passage Design. In the meeting, Design-Builder provided perspective 
to the challenges in achieving compliance with the design parameters stipulated in the 
contract. WSDOT also provided their perspective in needing the design to gain 
acceptance from various stakeholders. From the 9/23/25 meeting, the design-builder is 
to develop and share with WSDOT a list of the contract design stipulations that could 
not be met. Additionally, the Design-Builder is to re-evaluate some of the concerns 
WSDOT and project stakeholders shared to see if any concessions on the design could 
be made. The Design-Builder’s understanding from the meeting is that a commercial 
discussion will follow whatever final technical solution is reached on the fish passage 
design. Further evaluation and discussion will continue until a Final Design is reached 
but in order to comply with the strict terms within the contract, Skanska is responding to 
this letter to reserve our rights for recovery of cost and schedule impacts until such an 
agreement on the Final Design can be reached.  
 
While AECOM has moved this to a Protest stage in their letter, Skanska requests we 
continue the collaboration until we can reach a technical solution, at which point, 
Skanska and AECOM can present impacts and contract modifications that are required. 
Skanska hereby reserves our rights to equitable compensation per the contract and 



 

 

applicable law for changes to the contract with respect to the Juanita Creek Fish 
Passage design. 
 
We remain committed to resolving the design issues collaboratively with WSDOT. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
      
Patrick Prendergast, Project Executive  
  
Skanska USA Civil  
18911 N Creek Pkwy S, Suite 300 
Bothell, WA 98011 
 
 
Attachments 

1. 2025-9-25 AECOM Response to WSDOT SL No. 9727-155 






